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Sovereign Grant of Maltese Citizenship Regulations

The Sovereign Grant of Maltese Citizenship Regulations (proposed as S.L. 188.08) establish a legally governed framework through which the Republic of Malta
may, by virtue of sovereign prerogative pursuant to Article 9(1) of the Maltese Citizenship Act, and acting in its absolute discretion, confer citizenship upon
individuals whose exceptional contributions, achievements, or strategic engagements are demonstrably aligned with Malta’s national interest.

These Regulations reaffirm the exclusive competence of the Maltese State to determine the acquisition of its citizenship and ensure that any such grant is
predicated on a rigorous, holistic, and discretionary assessment carried out by the Community Malta Agency and the Evaluation Board, acting under ministerial
oversight.

Citizenship under this framework shall not be acquired as of right, nor through transactional or contractual means, but solely as a sovereign act of recognition
of extraordinary merit, allegiance, and commitment to the Maltese Republic.

Through this legal instrument, Malta retains its ability to attract individuals of distinguished calibre capable of advancing the Republic’s long-term objectives
- whether in the cultural, economic, scientific, environmental, or strategic domains - while safeguarding the integrity, solemnity, and constitutional dignity of
both Maltese and European Union citizenship.

Concept

. The grant of Maltese citizenship under these Regulations shall constitute an act of sovereign discretion pursuant to Article 9(1) of the Maltese

Citizenship Act (Cap. 188), exercised by the Minister responsible for citizenship, in the name and on behalf of the Republic of Malta.

. Citizenship may be granted to individuals who, following a formal request, a prescribed residence period, and a structured assessment process, are
determined to be persons of special interest to the Republic of Malta, whether by virtue of exceptional merit, strategic alignment with the national
interest, or a demonstrable commitment to contribute meaningfully to Malta’s long-term goals.

. No person shall have any automatic right, legitimate expectation, or enforceable claim to the grant of citizenship under these Regulations, even where
all procedural requirements have been satisfied.

. The grant of citizenship shall be individualised, discretionary, and based on a comprehensive assessment of the applicant’s merit, character,
contribution, and alignment with the constitutional values and long-term interests of the Republic of Malta.

. In administering these Regulations, the Republic of Malta shall act in accordance with its national interests and constitutional principles, in full respect
of the values common to the European Union.

Criteria

A person may be considered for the grant of Maltese citizenship under these Regulations where, following a structured assessment, the Minister is satisfied that
the person:

1.)  Has resided lawfully in Malta for such period as may be determined by the Agency in accordance with these Regulations;
2.) Demonstrates familiarity with the Maltese or English language;
3.) Satisfies one or more of the following indicative criteria, without prejudice to the Minister’s discretion to consider other relevant factors:

(a) Has rendered outstanding services in science, research, technology, innovation, education, health, culture, arts, sports, economic development, or
other sectors deemed of strategic importance to Malta;

(b) Has demonstrated sustained strategic commitment to Malta’s national interest through significant investments, philanthropic initiatives,
institutional collaborations, or other endeavours of enduring benefit to the State;

(c)  Has, by reason of their professional standing, international reputation, or impactful activities, the potential to substantially enhance Malta’s global
influence or standing; or

(d) Possesses rare and exceptional skills or achievements recognised internationally, which Malta considers valuable for advancing its national objectives.
Meeting one or more of the above does not confer any entitlement to citizenship. The Evaluation Board shall assess each case individually, subject to policy

guidance and internal thresholds, and shall prepare a reasoned recommendation for the Minister, who shall retain absolute discretion under the Act.
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Procedural Framework

a)

b)

o

d)

Pre-Clearance Stage

Applicants must initiate the process through a licensed agent, submitting preliminary documentation to declare intention of applying. The Community
Malta Agency (CMA) shall conduct the current clearance exercise. The Evaluation Board, shall review the intentions of the prospective applicant, and
shall advice the following:

(i) the expected duration of residence in Malta;
(i1) any participation in cultural, economic, or philanthropic activities;
(iii) contribution to the advancement of Malta’s national, economic, or strategic interests (this shall include minimum contributions to the NDSF)

(iv) required familiarity with the Maltese or English language;
(v) required familiarity with Maltese laws or constitutional values;

The notice of preliminary clearance, together with the 5 criteria above, shall be confirmed in an official letter issued by the Agency, which is being termed
P ry g Y gency; g
as the “Initial Assessment Letter”. Such notification shall not create any legitimate expectation or right to the grant of citizenship.

This stage ends with the issuing of the Initial Assessment Letter.
In the next step, the applicant submits their residence application.

Residence

Following the initial assessment letter issued by the Community Malta Agency, the applicant shall be required to obtain residence status in Malta as
indicated by the Agency. This residence period serves both administrative and substantive purposes.

This stage ends with the issuing of the residence card.
In the next step, the applicant submits their eligiblity application.

Eligibility

During the residency period, the Agency shall undertake a full due diligence assessment, including all necessary background checks, verifications, and
external clearances. We currently refer to this stage as the “Eligibility Stage”. These checks are conducted to assess the applicant’s suitability, integrity, and
alignment with the national interest.

During this time the applicant will also be expected to plan their formal commitment of meaningful engagement with Malta, as they would have stated
in their initial request.

Based on the applicant’s declared intentions and strengths, the Licenced Agents in collaboration with the Agency shall provide guidance on appropriate
forms of engagement with Malta (which will be the essential undertakings to establishing the genuine links) and may direct the applicant to contribute toward
pre-approved national initiatives within Malta’s recognised public or strategic frameworks, including but not limited to:

e National public institutions (e.g., University of Malta, Malta Enterprise, Project Green, Malta Space, etc);
e National infrastructure, innovation, or knowledge-economy projects;

. Cultural heritage preservation, restoration, or advancement.

This engagement may be formalised in the form of an undertaking, project participation, or a public-private framework agreement. Engagement shall be
documented and form part of the Agency’s file to be submitted to the Evaluation Board.

Following the residence period, during which the assessment of submitted documentation is undertaken, the Agency issues a notification (currently referred
to as the “Letter of Approval for Eligibility”) confirming that the request has now been submitted to the Evaluation Board - who shall determine whether
the applicant qualifies as a person of special interest, under these Regulations. Upon positive determination, the Board shall issue transmit its
recommendation to the Minister. Upon receiving the Evaluation Board’s recommendation, the Minister, in his discretion, authorises the applicant to
submit a formal application for Maltese citizenship.

This stage ends with a refusal, or an invitation to submit a citizenship application.
In the next step, the applicant submits their citizenship application.

Citizenship Application
The applicant submits a formal citizenship application to the Agency.

The Evaluation Board again examines the application and submits a final recommendation to the Minister. The Minister, having reviewed the Board’s
final recommendation, shall instruct the Agency to notify the applicant of his decision - either to approve or refuse the application.
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If the application is approved, the Agency shall invite the applicant to satisfy any outstanding undertakings or conditions previously communicated in
their initial pre-clearance letter (i.e. the 5 criteria in the initial assessment letter). Once all 5 criteria are satisfied, the applicant is invited to Malta for the

Oath of Allegiance.

This stage ends with an invitation to visit Malta for the OoA.

In the next step, the applicant submits their passport application.
e)  Oath, Passport, and Annual Compliance

Following final verification, the Minister may, at his absolute discretion and upon the recommendation of the Evaluation Board, grant Maltese citizenship
by formal instrument.

The applicant visits Malta, and takes the Oath of Allegiance to the Republic of Malta. Following this procedure, the applicant follows the current
procedure to be registered in Malta’s public registry, and apply for, and obtain their passport.

For 5 years (or more, if necessary), the newly naturalised citizen is subject to a compliance regime administered by the Agency. The person must submit
periodic compliance reports (frequency and format at Agency’s discretion). These must show that all commitments made as part of being deemed a person

of special interest are being duly honoured. The Agency may also require interviews or additional documentation.

This stage ends with an annual compliance report for 5 years or as may be decided by the Agency.

Conclusion

These Regulations repeal and replace the Citizenship by Naturalisation for Exceptional Services by Direct Investment (ESDI) regime with a fundamentally
restructured and principled framework.

The Sovereign Grant of Maltese Citizenship (SGMC) model departs from transactional modalities and affirms:

o Sovereign discretion, exercised without entitlement or expectation.
e Case-by-case evaluation grounded in merit and national alignment.
e  Engagement-based pathways supported by financial compliance, rather than systems based solely on contribution.

. Institutional transparency and qualitative evaluation through the Evaluation Board.
Key distinctions from the ESDI regime include:

e Absence of fixed financial thresholds or contribution-based fast-tracking.

e Structured engagement with national initiatives via official platforms, such as the NDSF.
e A real and meaningful residence period, which varies on case-by-case basis.

e Independent review and recommendation by a multidisciplinary Evaluation Board.

e Astrategic focus on Malta’s long-term national interests.

Functionally, these Regulations enable Malta to continue attracting individuals of distinguished calibre, while reaffirming that the acquisition of citizenship
shall arise only through sovereign prerogative, not commercial transaction.

Through this reform, Malta reorients its engagement framework from transactional gain to strategic alignment - preserving the beneficial intent of prior models,
while fully harmonising with both its constitutional structure and the legal order of the European Union.

In so doing, the Republic of Malta reaffirms its exclusive competence to determine nationality under international and Union law and upholds the principles
of mutual trust and sincere cooperation, as enshrined in Article 4(3) of the Treaty on European Union.

Commentary
1. Alignment with Established EU Practice

At least thirteen EU Member States - including Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Poland,
Spain, and Sweden - retain sovereign provisions enabling the discretionary grant of citizenship based on national interest. Malta’s framework under the
Sovereign Grant of Maltese Citizenship Regulations (S.L. 188.08) reflects an analogous legal principle, placing it well within the normative and
jurisprudential boundaries established across the Union. As such, the SGMC model is neither novel nor exceptional in its legal basis and is inherently
defensible within both national and EU law.
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Legislative Stability through Procedural Codification

These Regulations focus on codifying the procedural architecture and institutional responsibilities, rather than statically defining the substantive criteria
for qualification. This ensures long-term legislative stability, as the core framework remains immune to political cycles or ministerial turnover. Meanwhile,
eligibility criteria - being defined by internal policy directives issued by the Minister to the Evaluation Board - remain adaptable to evolving national
priorities and security contexts.

Professional Governance of Agents

It is recommended that an association for licensed agents be formally established to oversee professional conduct, ethical standards, and training among
peers. Membership in this body should be deemed a sufficient condition for licensing, thereby fostering a self-regulatory environment underpinned by
accountability and excellence. This also reinforces Malta’s image as a jurisdiction of integrity and professionalism.

Individually Tailored Citizenship Grants

The Regulations confer full discretion upon the Agency to determine, on a case-by-case basis, the required duration of residence and the extent and nature

of financial or strategic contributions - such as those to the National Development and Social Fund (NDSF). Each grant of citizenship is thereby inherently
bespoke and non-standardised, eliminating the possibility of a systematic, transactional model and underscoring the sovereign nature of the prerogative.

Shielded from Domestic Political C:

By anchoring the grant of citizenship within the explicit domain of sovereign prerogative under Article 9(1) of the Citizenship Act, and through procedural
mechanisms insulated from direct political influence, the SGMC framework is structurally resistant to politicisation or arbitrary interference. It affirms
that citizenship is a sovereign act - not a political concession.

Expanded Scope for Strategic Engagement

The SGMC model allows licensed agents to engage with a broader universe of prospective applicants, including innovators, philanthropists, strategic
investors, cultural contributors, and professionals of international standing - whose contributions, while not traditionally financial, may be of exceptional
long-term value to Malta. This broadened eligibility universe increases Malta’s ability to attract globally relevant talent, whilst giving the ability to seek
EDI, through every request.

Enhanced Union Compatibility

The framework deliberately avoids automated entitlements, fixed financial thresholds, or fast-tracking mechanisms - key concerns previously raised by
EU institutions. Instead, it integrates residency, cultural alignment, and strategic contribution as part of a qualitative assessment, thus maintaining
compatibility with Articles 20 and 21 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) and preserving the integrity of Union citizenship.

Post-Naturalisation Monitoring

The enhanced mandatory five-year post-naturalisation compliance mechanism not only demonstrates Malta’s ongoing commitment to monitoring the
bona fides of recipients but also distinguishes the SGMC framework as one of the most diligent and forward-looking systems in the EU. This mechanism
reinforces the seriousness with which Malta treats the acquisition and responsibilities of citizenship.

Reversal of Narrative and Normative Leadership

Through the adoption of the Sovereign Grant of Maltese Citizenship Regulations (S.L. 188.08), Malta now establishes the most structured, transparent,
and procedurally rigorous framework for the discretionary grant of citizenship within the European Union. In doing so, Malta not only addresses historic
criticisms regarding opacity or transnationalism, but also positions itself to invert the narrative - challenging other Member States to disclose and justify
their own sovereign grant mechanisms, many of which are governed by single-sentence legislative clauses devoid of procedural safeguards or institutional
oversight.

This paradigm shift enables Malta to lead by example and reframe the European discourse: from one of passive compliance to one of principled leadership
and normative accountability.
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KEY AMENDMENT TO CAP. 188

Current Provision

(9) Notwithstanding the provisions of this or any other Act, the Minister may grant a certificate of naturalisation as a citizen of Malta to an alien or stateless person,
who has rendered exceptional services to the Republic of Malta or to humanity, or whose naturalisation is of exceptional interest to the Republic of Malta, and who
satisfies the requirements prescribed under this Act. Forthe purposes of this sub-article "exceptional” means manifestly superior, and refers primarily to contributions by
scientists, researchers, athletes, sports people, artists, cultural performers, investors and entrepreneurs:

Provided that the Minister shall also grant a certificate of naturalisation to an eligible dependent of an alien or a stateless person who has rendered exceptional services
to the Republic of Malta through investment:

Provided further that such person makes an application in such manner as may be prescribed and upon taking the oath of allegiance in Malta.

New Provision

9.) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the Minister responsible for citizenship may, in the interest of the Republic of Malta and by
virtue of sovereign discretion, grant a certificate of naturalisation as a citizen of Malta to a non-citizen or stateless person who is deemed to be of special

interest to the Republic of Malta.

(2) For the purposes of this article, “special interest” shall be interpreted as any contribution - whether past, ongoing, or reasonably expected - that
enhances the well-being, prosperity, or strategic interests of Malta. Such contribution may fall within, the political, economic, social, technological,
environmental, or legal spheres, and may be tangible or intangible, direct or indirect, and conventional or unconventional in form. The assessment of
what constitutes special interest shall rest solely and absolutely with the Minister, acting in accordance with the national interest.

(3) The Minister may also grant a certificate of naturalisation to a dependent of a person granted citizenship under this provision.

(4) Naturalisation under this article shall be subject to such procedures, documentation requirements, and the taking of the oath of allegiance as may

be prescribed under this Act or any regulations made thereunder.
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SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION 188.08

SOVEREIGN GRANT OF
MALTESE CITIZENSHIP REGULATIONS

dd/mm/yyyy

LEGAL NOTICE xxx of 2025
Part 1
Preliminary

1. The title of these regulations is the Sovereign Grant of Maltese Citizenship Regulations.
2. The scope of these regulations is to regulate the grant of Maltese citizenship by naturalisation under

article 9(1) of the Act, exclusively to those individuals who, following the process set out in these
regulations, are determined by the Minister to be of special interest to the Republic of Malta.

3. In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires:
"Act" means the Maltese Citizenship Act; Cap 188.

"Agency" means the Community Malta Agency established by the Community Malta Agency
(Establishment) Order. S.L. 595.38

"applicant” means the person who applies for citizenship of Malta by naturalisation under these
regulations and includes a dependent or a person who applies on behalf of another person.

"application" means an application made by the applicant under these regulations; S.L. 188.08.

"Agent” means an agent duly licensed and certified for the purpose of the processing of applications
under the Agents (Licences) Regulations.

"Authenticated translation” means a translation made by a recognised translator.

"Certified copy" means a photocopy of an original document certified to be a true copy of the original
by a duly warranted lawyer, notary public, commissioner for oaths, Maltese consular or diplomatic
officer, in accordance with such guidelines as the Agency may issue from time to time; Cap. 586.

"Commissioner” means the Information and Data Protection Commissioner as defined in the Data
Protection Act.

"dependant" means the family members of those applicants making an exceptional direct investment in
terms of Part IV and under the First Schedule and shall include:

(a) the spouse of the applicant in a monogamous marriage or partner in another relationship having the
same or similar status to a monogamous marriage, including a civil union, domestic partnership,
common law marriage, provided that for the purpose of these regulations, the term "spouse" in these
regulations shall be construed as gender neutral, and, saving the discretion of the Minister to authorise,
and on a case by case basis, other relationships having a similar status as aforesaid;

(b) a child, including an adopted child, of the main applicant or of a person referred to in paragraph (a);
(c) a parent or grandparent of the main applicant or of a person referred to in paragraph (a) above

"due diligence data" shall mean any personal data pertaining to the applicant collected and processed by
the Agency as part of the due diligence process, excluding the personal data collected by the Agency
directly from the applicant;

"Evaluation Board", hereinafter referred to as "the Board", means the group of individuals appointed in
accordance with these regulations to evaluate applications made under article 10(9) of the Act and to
prepare a reasoned opinion with regard to each application to be referred to the Minister responsible for

citizenship;

"Letter of Approval in Principle" means letter issued following the approval in principle of the
citizenship application by the main applicant as provided for in regulation 16(7);

"Minister" has the same meaning as defined in the Act;

"person" shall mean a physical person and where applicable means a legal person;



"police conduct certificate" means a certificate of conduct, report or statement from a national law
enforcement authority, or other public authority, in charge of criminal records, on the status of an
applicant’s criminal record;

"Regulation" shall mean Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and the Council of 27
April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the
free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC.

PART II
General Provisions Applicable To All Applicants

The Agency shall process all applications filed in accordance with these regulations.

A person may be granted Maltese citizenship by naturalisation under these regulations, if the Minister,
acting in his absolute discretion, determines that the person is of special interest to the Republic of Malta.

Provided that, in taking such a decision, the Minister shall take into account the assessment and
recommendation of the Evaluation Board made in accordance with regulation 11.

Provided further that, citizenship shall not be granted unless the person:

(a) undertakes to take the oath of allegiance to the Republic of Malta and to abide by the
Constitution of Malta;

(b) satisfies the due diligence process administered by the Agency;

(c) a complies with all conditions as may be established by the Agency on behalf of the
Minister.

A person shall not be eligible to request Maltese citizenship under these regulations if that person, or
any of that person’s dependants

(a) is, or was, charged of an offence before an International Criminal Court or is, or has been,
the subject of proceedings at any time before an International Criminal Court, whether such
person has been found guilty, declared innocent or otherwise acquitted for any reason by
such Court;

(b) s listed with the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol) or Europol;

(c) is an actual or potential threat to national security, public policy or public health of Malta;

(d) has, at any time, been investigated, charged with, or found guilty of crimes, related to:

(i)  Bribery and corruption

(ii)  Crimes against humanity

(iii)  Crimes that infringe upon such Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms as established by the European Convention on Human Rights

(iv)  Drug trafficking
(v)  Funding of terrorism
(vi)  Human trafficking
(vii)  Money laundering
(viii)  Organised crime
(ix)  Terrorism
(x)  War crimes
(e)  has, at any time, been investigated for, charged with, or found guilty of any offence which,
in the opinion of the Minister, is of a nature that disturbs the good order of the family,
including but not limited to:
(i)  Abduction;
(ii)  Defilement of minors;
(iii)  Inducing persons under age to prostitution; and
(iv)  Paedophilia;
(v) Rape;

(vi)  Violent indecent assault;



®

has, at any time, been found guilty of, or at any time during the processing of the
application, has been interrogated or is suspected of, or has criminal charges brought against
him for any criminal offence punishable with more than one (1) year’s imprisonment other
than an involuntary offence;

(g) s, oris likely to be, involved in any activity which may cause disrepute to the Republic of
Malta;
(h)  has been denied a visa to a country with whom Malta has visa-free travel arrangements and
has not subsequently obtained a visa from that same country;
(i)  is named or listed in international sanctions applying restrictive measures on them,; that the
Agency is bound by law, or has opted, to follow.
7. An application under these regulations shall be submitted to the Agency in such form and manner, and

using such templates or instruments, as may be provided or prescribed by the Agency, and shall satisfy
all of the following requirements:

(a) all forms shall be completed in the English language, and where any supporting document
is not in English, such document shall be accompanied by an authenticated translation into
English;

(b)  all forms shall be signed by the applicant

(c) all applications are submitted by the applicant through an Agent licensed in terms of the
Agents (Licences) Regulations

(d) all applications shall be properly completed, dated, confirmed on oath, signed, and
accompanied by all applicable documents and fees, and shall not be considered complete
until the Agency confirms completeness and correctness;

(e) all applications shall contain enough information, about the main applicant and any
dependents, to be able to assess any applicable risks related to the person’s:

(i) identity
(ii)  political exposure, or subjection to any sanctions, restrictions, or watchlists
issued at the local, foreign, or international level
(i)  regulatory compliance & legal conduct
(iv)  beneficial ownership & corporate affiliations
(v)  sources of income
(vi) acquisition of wealth
(vii)  tax residency
(viii)  reputation
(ix)  social or business networks, and
(x) health

(f)  where an applicant makes a false statement or omits material information, the application
may be suspended or declared inadmissible;

(g) where a document is required to be produced in support of an application under these
regulations

(i)  such document must be an original document or a certified copy; and

(i)  The person certifying the document shall provide the full name, capacity in
which the person is acting, residential or business address, telephone number
and email address.

(h)  The following conditions shall apply to dependants who are below the age of eighteen (18)
years of age:

(i) the forms shall be signed by both parents on behalf of the dependant; and
(ii)  inthe case where one parent has sole custody of a dependent, or another person
has legal guardianship of a dependent, the appropriate legal documentation
shall be provided to demonstrate that sole custody or guardianship was
awarded to the said parent or person, as the case may be, by a court of law or
other relevant authority.
8. A person who wishes to be considered for the grant of Maltese citizenship under these regulations shall

submit a written request to the Agency, in such form and manner as the Agency may prescribe.



Upon receipt of such request, the Agency, acting on behalf of the Minister, shall determine whether the
request merits further consideration and may, where appropriate, require the prospective applicant to
provide any additional documents, declarations, conditions, undertakings, or commitments in order to
proceed with the request.

A request under this regulation shall not constitute an application for citizenship, and shall not create
any right or legitimate expectation to the grant of citizenship.

The Agency shall notify the prospective applicant of any payments, contributions, or fees due under
these regulations, and shall specify the amount of each payment, its purpose, and the applicable deadline.

The Agency shall, on behalf of the Minister, process each application submitted under these regulations,
including by carrying out due diligence, background checks, and any verification procedures - including
but not limited to, checks by specialised 3rd party due diligence service providers, by local and
international law enforcement agencies, and by any other pertinent authority which has the necessary
authority to conduct such checks - necessary to assess the applicant’s suitability and alignment with the
national interest. Upon completion of its assessment, the Agency shall submit its findings to the
Evaluation Board for review and decision.

(1) Where, following its assessment and in accordance with guidelines issued by the Minister, the
Evaluation Board considers that the prospective applicant is suitable to be deemed as a person of special
interest to the Republic of Malta, it shall submit a recommendation to the Minister.

(2) The Minister shall consider the recommendation and may, in his discretion, authorise the applicant
to submit a formal application for Maltese citizenship, subject to such conditions and directives as the
Agency may establish on his behalf, including one or more of the following, without prejudice to the
Agency’s discretion to impose additional or alternative requirements:

(a)  duration of residence in Malta;

(b) participation in cultural, economic, or philanthropic activities;

(c)  contribution to the advancement of Malta’s national, economic, or strategic interests;
(d)  familiarity with the Maltese or English language;

(e)  familiarity with Maltese laws or constitutional values;

Upon receipt of the formal application for Maltese citizenship, the Evaluation Board shall examine the
application and submit a final recommendation to the Minister. The Minister shall consider the
recommendation and, acting in his absolute discretion, shall instruct the Agency to notify the applicant,
through the applicant’s appointed Agent, of his decision.

The Agency shall, in accordance with the instructions of the Minister, notify the applicant in writing,
through the applicant’s appointed Agent, of the Minister’s decision to approve or refuse the application
for Maltese citizenship.

Provided that, where an application is refused, the applicant may not submit a new request under these
regulations unless a period of one (1) year has elapsed from the date of notification of refusal, and the
applicant satisfies the Agency that a significant change in circumstances has occurred which may justify
renewed consideration as a person of special interest to the Republic of Malta.

Provided further that, where an application is approved, the Agency shall invite the applicant to satisfy
any outstanding conditions, undertakings, or criteria previously communicated under regulation 8, prior
to being invited to take the Oath of Allegiance.

For a period of five (5) years from the date of naturalisation, or for such longer period as the Agency
may determine, having regard to national security, legal considerations, or the specific circumstances of
the applicant, the Agency shall require the person granted citizenship under these regulations to submit
periodic compliance reports, in such form and at such intervals as the Agency may prescribe.

Each compliance report shall demonstrate that all undertakings, obligations, and commitments made
during the process leading to the grant of citizenship, and which formed part of the determination of the
applicant as a person of special interest to the Republic of Malta, are being duly honoured.

The Agency may, at its discretion, require the person to attend an interview at such time and place as it
may determine.

The Agency shall, from time to time, issue procedural guidelines to specify the operational aspects and
interpretations under these regulations.

Part 11
The Evaluation Board

There shall be a body within the Agency, to be known as the Evaluation Board, which shall be
responsible for examining applications for the grant of Maltese citizenship made under these regulations

and for making recommendations to the Minister.

The composition of the Evaluation Board shall comprise
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

(a)  the Agency’s CEO, who shall be the Chairperson

(b) 6 members to be selected by the Chairperson, who possess demonstrable experience or
qualifications in one or more of the following domains:

(i) political affairs
(i)  environmental sustainability
(iii)  social development or public policy
(iv)  economic or financial strategy
(v) technological advancement or innovation
(vi) legal affairs or public administration
Panel members appointed by the Chairperson of the Evaluation Board shall hold office for a term of
three years and under such conditions as may be set out in their letter of appointment, and shall, on the
expiration of the term of their office, be eligible to be reappointed.
All members of the Evaluation Board shall, before commencing to execute their duties, take an oath in
the form set out in the Fourth Schedule. Such oath shall be taken before, and shall be deposited with, the

Attorney General.

When any vacancy in the Evaluation Board occurs, the Chairperson shall, as soon as practicable, appoint
another person to fill the vacancy.

A member of the Evaluation Board may be removed from office by the Chairperson, at his discretion.

Save as otherwise expressly provided by these regulations, the Evaluation Board shall put in place rules
and procedures, which shall be approved by the Minister.

The Minister shall appoint a Secretary to the Evaluation Board and such other officers as may be
necessary from time to time and shall determine their duties.

The Evaluation Board shall have the power to request such technical advise as it may deem necessary
for the proper performance of its functions.

Any notice issued by the Board shall be signed by the Chairperson and counter-signed by the Secretary.

The findings of the Evaluation Board shall, through the Agency, be signed by the Chairperson and by
the Secretary and forwarded to the Minister for his consideration.

The Evaluation Board shall:

(a) evaluate the applications submitted and prepare an evaluation report. In order to properly
carry out the task entrusted to it, the Board may interview the applicant in person;

(b)  keep a record of its evaluation in writing;
(c)  provide the Minister with a reasoned opinion containing the findings of their evaluation;

Part IV
Miscellaneous Provisions

Without prejudice to the provisions of article 14 of the Act, the Minister shall have the power to deprive
a person of Maltese citizenship granted under these regulations, if an applicant:

(a) fails to comply with any material obligation under these Regulations; or

(b)  becomes a threat to national security; or

(c) s involved in conduct which is seriously prejudicial to the interests of the Republic of
Malta;

In such cases the procedure for deprivation of citizenship stipulated in article 14 of the Act and in any
regulations made under the Act in respect of such deprivation shall mutatis mutandis apply.

No person shall advertise, publish or otherwise disseminate promotional material or public
communication relating to these regulations, through any means whatsoever, unless the Agency
confirms in writing, that such content is in accordance with published marketing guidelines established
by the Agency.

Any breach of regulation 29, shall constitute grounds for disciplinary action, including suspension or
revocation of the Agent’s licence, and any other administrative measures as the Agency may consider
appropriate.

(1) Nothing in these regulations shall prejudice the applicability of the Regulation and the Data
Protection Act and the fundamental rights and freedoms of the data subject.

(2) Where the Agency in its capacity of data controller processes personal data on the applicant or the
beneficiary and, or dependants, as established under these regulations, it shall:

(a)  comply with the principles relating to processing of personal data pursuant to Article 5(1)
of the Regulation;
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(b) apply appropriate technical and organisational measures to ensure a level of security
appropriate to the risk posed, and prevent abuse or unlawful access to or transfer of,
personal data pertaining to the applicants.

(3) The controller shall retain the personal data of the beneficiary and/or his dependants as long as the
certificate issued to the beneficiary and dependants, if any, pursuant to these regulations remains valid:

Provided that where the application is refused, or where the certificate is revoked, such data shall
be retained for the purposes of these regulations for a period of five (5) years from the date of the refusal
of the application or the revocation of the certificate thereof.

(4) Where the Agency pursuant to its functions under these regulations processes information in relation
to the due diligence process, the Agency may restrict the rights and obligations provided for in relevant
Articles in accordance with Article 15 of the Regulation:

Provided that such personal data shall only be restricted in case the Agency refuses the application
or revokes the certificate:

Provided further that the Agency’s Data Protection Officer designated pursuant to Article 37 of
the Regulation shall be consulted as appropriate in a timely manner in the entire process of applying the
restriction.

(5) The restrictions under sub-regulation (4) shall only apply in the event that these restrictions are
considered as a necessary and proportionate measure to protect the sources and confidentiality of legally
privileged information collected in the course of carrying out the due diligence process and to:

(a)  safeguard important objectives of general public interest of the Republic of Malta; or

(b)  protect national and public security and the obligations of the Agency connected with its
functions pursuant to these regulations.

(6) The Agency shall apply the restrictions referred to in sub-regulation (4) for as long as the reasons
justifying them remain applicable following a necessity and proportionality test:

Provided that such reasons justifying the restrictions shall be documented and made available to
the Commissioner when and as required.

(7) Where the reasons for a restriction no long apply, the Agency shall lift the restriction and inform the
data subject concerned accordingly and comply with the rights and obligations provided for in the
relevant Articles of the Regulation.

(8) The Agency shall review the application for the restrictions referred to in this regulation every year
and depending on the outcome of such review inform the data subject accordingly.

(9) For the safeguard of the rights and freedoms of the data subject, the following conditions and
safeguards shall apply to documents, reports and other personal data processed throughout the due
diligence process subject to the restrictions in terms of subregulation (4):

(a) access to due diligence data by competent authorities other than the Agency shall not be
permitted unless provided for by law;

(b)  the Agency shall maintain an audit trail record of access to due diligence data by competent
authorities, containing at least the date of the access, the identifiable details of the Agency’s
officer accessing the data, the requesting competent authority and the purpose for the
access. Such audit trail record shall be kept for as long as the due diligence data is stored in
line with regulation 20(3);

(c) the Agency’s Data Protection Officer shall keep a register to record the restrictions applied
in relation to the requests made by the applicants. The register shall include the details of
the applicants, the right requested to be exercised that was restricted and the purpose for
such restriction. Restriction of rights in terms of Article 34 of the Regulation, shall also be
recorded in the register; and

(d)  the applicants in their capacity as data subjects shall be informed of the application of
restrictions to their rights by informing the data subject concerned in reply to the request to
exercise any of the rights which are being restricted in terms of these regulations, unless
this may be prejudicial to the purpose of the restriction:

Provided that the Agency justifies the prejudice claimed by the Agency to the
Commissioner when and where requested.

(10) In this regulation unless the context otherwise requires, Article 4 of the Regulation shall mutatis
mutandis apply.

(1) Other than for the proper discharge of their duties Confidentiality. or functions under these
regulations and in terms of the Act, including for the purposes of the due diligence checks referred to in
regulation 9, or as may be otherwise provided in any other law, the Agency, and the officers and
employees of the Agency, shall treat all information furnished in accordance with these regulations and
at all times as confidential and shall be solely used by the Agency for the purpose of these regulations,
shall treat any information acquired in the discharge of their duties as confidential, and shall not, directly
or indirectly, disclose such information to any other person, except with the consent of the person to
whom the information relates. For the purposes of this sub-regulation, "employees" and "officials" shall
include former employees and officials.

(2) No person appointed or employed by the Agency in carrying out the provisions of these regulations
shall be required to produce in any court, tribunal, board or committee of inquiry any document or to
divulge any matter coming under his notice in the performance of his duties under these regulations
except as may be lawfully required under any applicable law or for the purpose of carrying into effect
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the provisions of these regulations, or for the purpose or in the course of any appeal made or proceedings
instituted in accordance with these regulations or a prosecution for any offence against any of the
provisions of these regulations.

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of the other subregulations of this regulation or of any other law, the
Agency shall have the power to furnish to the Commissioner for Revenue, the Financial Intelligence
Analysis Unit, the Malta Financial Services Authority and the Commissioner of Police such information,
being information obtained by the Agency for any of the purposes of these regulations.

(4) Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this regulation, the Agency may, pursuant to a
written request, disclose information to local or overseas enforcement or regulatory authorities or police
agencies, or a network or grouping comprising such local or overseas enforcement or regulatory
authorities or police agencies, or both, for the purpose of preventing, detecting, investigating or
prosecuting the commission of acts or omissions that amount to or are likely to amount to a criminal
offence under any applicable law or to an offence or breach of a regulatory nature, whether in Malta or
overseas.

All information obtained during the due diligence process, including the identity of its sources, as well
as any data, tools, methodologies, or internal procedures used by the Evaluation Board in assessing
whether a person may be deemed to be of special interest to the Republic of Malta, shall be kept secret.

Any person may make a protected disclosure to the Agency:

Provided that a disclosure shall be deemed to be a protected disclosure if it is made in good faith,
if the person making the disclosure reasonably believes, at the time of making the disclosure based on
the information he has at that moment, that the information disclosed and any allegation contained in it
are substantially true and that the information disclosed tends to show an improper practice being
committed by a main applicant or any dependants and the disclosure is not made for purposes of personal
gain:

Provided further that disclosures shall be made on the grounds of bribery, corrupt practices and
improper practice of a main applicant or any dependants.

On the date of coming into force of these regulations, any natural person or legal organisation recognised
by law already carrying out the services of an Approved Agent shall be obliged to conform with the
Agents (Licences) Regulations within three (3) months from their coming into force, provided that
payment of the license fee as established in regulation 5(2) of the Agents (Licences) Regulations is to
be paid by the Approved Agent upon the date of its next annual renewal, whenever this may be.



