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SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION 188.08 

 

SOVEREIGN GRANT OF 

MALTESE CITIZENSHIP REGULATIONS 

 

dd/mm/yyyy 

 
LEGAL NOTICE xxx of 2025 

 

Part I 

Preliminary 

 

1. The title of these regulations is the Sovereign Grant of Maltese Citizenship Regulations. 

 

2. The scope of these regulations is to regulate the grant of Maltese citizenship by naturalisation under 

article 9(1) of the Act, exclusively to those individuals who, following the process set out in these 

regulations, are determined by the Minister to be of special interest to the Republic of Malta. 

 

3. In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires: 

 

"Act" means the Maltese Citizenship Act; Cap 188. 

 

"Agency" means the Community Malta Agency established by the Community Malta Agency 

(Establishment) Order. S.L. 595.38 

 

"applicant” means the person who applies for citizenship of Malta by naturalisation under these 

regulations and includes a dependent or a person who applies on behalf of another person. 

 

"application" means an application made by the applicant under these regulations; S.L. 188.08. 

 

"Agent” means an agent duly licensed and certified for the purpose of the processing of applications 

under the Agents (Licences) Regulations. 

 

"Authenticated translation” means a translation made by a recognised translator. 

 

"Certified copy" means a photocopy of an original document certified to be a true copy of the original 

by a duly warranted lawyer, notary public, commissioner for oaths, Maltese consular or diplomatic 

officer, in accordance with such guidelines as the Agency may issue from time to time; Cap. 586. 

 

"Commissioner” means the Information and Data Protection Commissioner as defined in the Data 

Protection Act. 

 

"dependant" means the family members of those applicants making an exceptional direct investment in 

terms of Part IV and under the First Schedule and shall include: 

 

(a) the spouse of the applicant in a monogamous marriage or partner in another relationship having the 

same or similar status to a monogamous marriage, including a civil union, domestic partnership, 

common law marriage, provided that for the purpose of these regulations, the term "spouse" in these 

regulations shall be construed as gender neutral, and, saving the discretion of the Minister to authorise, 

and on a case by case basis, other relationships having a similar status as aforesaid; 

 

(b) a child, including an adopted child, of the main applicant or of a person referred to in paragraph (a); 

 

(c) a parent or grandparent of the main applicant or of a person referred to in paragraph (a) above  

 

"due diligence data" shall mean any personal data pertaining to the applicant collected and processed by 

the Agency as part of the due diligence process, excluding the personal data collected by the Agency 

directly from the applicant; 

 

"Evaluation Board", hereinafter referred to as "the Board", means the group of individuals appointed in 

accordance with these regulations to evaluate applications made under article 10(9) of the Act and to 

prepare a reasoned opinion with regard to each application to be referred to the Minister responsible for 

citizenship; 

 

"Letter of Approval in Principle" means letter issued following the approval in principle of the 

citizenship application by the main applicant as provided for in regulation 16(7); 

 

"Minister" has the same meaning as defined in the Act; 

 

"person" shall mean a physical person and where applicable means a legal person; 

 



"police conduct certificate" means a certificate of conduct, report or statement from a national law 

enforcement authority, or other public authority, in charge of criminal records, on the status of an 

applicant’s criminal record; 

 

"Regulation" shall mean Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and the Council of 27 

April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the 

free movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC. 

 

PART II 

General Provisions Applicable To All Applicants 

 

4. The Agency shall process all applications filed in accordance with these regulations. 

 

5. A person may be granted Maltese citizenship by naturalisation under these regulations, if the Minister, 

acting in his absolute discretion, determines that the person is of special interest to the Republic of Malta. 

 

Provided that, in taking such a decision, the Minister shall take into account the assessment and 

recommendation of the Evaluation Board made in accordance with regulation 11. 

 

Provided further that, citizenship shall not be granted unless the person: 

 

(a) undertakes to take the oath of allegiance to the Republic of Malta and to abide by the 

Constitution of Malta; 

 

(b) satisfies the due diligence process administered by the Agency; 

 

(c) a complies with all conditions as may be established by the Agency on behalf of the 

Minister. 

 

6. A person shall not be eligible to request Maltese citizenship under these regulations if that person, or 

any of that person’s dependants 

 

(a) is, or was, charged of an offence before an International Criminal Court or is, or has been, 

the subject of proceedings at any time before an International Criminal Court, whether such 

person has been found guilty, declared innocent or otherwise acquitted for any reason by 

such Court; 

 

(b) is listed with the International Criminal Police Organization (Interpol) or Europol; 

 

(c) is an actual or potential threat to national security, public policy or public health of Malta; 

 

(d) has, at any time, been investigated, charged with, or found guilty of crimes, related to: 

 

(i) Bribery and corruption 

 

(ii) Crimes against humanity 

 

(iii) Crimes that infringe upon such Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 

Freedoms as established by the European Convention on Human Rights 

 

(iv) Drug trafficking 

 

(v) Funding of terrorism 

 

(vi) Human trafficking 

 

(vii) Money laundering 

 

(viii) Organised crime 

 

(ix) Terrorism 

 

(x) War crimes 

 

(e) has, at any time, been investigated for, charged with, or found guilty of any offence which, 

in the opinion of the Minister, is of a nature that disturbs the good order of the family, 

including but not limited to: 

 

(i) Abduction; 

 

(ii) Defilement of minors; 

 

(iii) Inducing persons under age to prostitution; and 

 

(iv) Paedophilia; 

 

(v) Rape; 

 

(vi) Violent indecent assault; 



(f) has, at any time, been found guilty of, or at any time during the processing of the 

application, has been interrogated or is suspected of, or has criminal charges brought against 

him for any criminal offence punishable with more than one (1) year’s imprisonment other 

than an involuntary offence; 

 

(g) is, or is likely to be, involved in any activity which may cause disrepute to the Republic of 

Malta; 

 

(h) has been denied a visa to a country with whom Malta has visa-free travel arrangements and 

has not subsequently obtained a visa from that same country; 

 

(i) is named or listed in international sanctions applying restrictive measures on them; that the 

Agency is bound by law, or has opted, to follow. 

 

7. An application under these regulations shall be submitted to the Agency in such form and manner, and 

using such templates or instruments, as may be provided or prescribed by the Agency, and shall satisfy 

all of the following requirements: 

 

(a) all forms shall be completed in the English language, and where any supporting document 

is not in English, such document shall be accompanied by an authenticated translation into 

English; 

 

(b) all forms shall be signed by the applicant 

 

(c) all applications are submitted by the applicant through an Agent licensed in terms of the 

Agents (Licences) Regulations 

 

(d) all applications shall be properly completed, dated, confirmed on oath, signed, and 

accompanied by all applicable documents and fees, and shall not be considered complete 

until the Agency confirms completeness and correctness; 

 

(e) all applications shall contain enough information, about the main applicant and any 

dependents, to be able to assess any applicable risks related to the person’s: 

 

(i) identity 

 

(ii) political exposure, or subjection to any sanctions, restrictions, or watchlists 

issued at the local, foreign, or international level 

 

(iii) regulatory compliance & legal conduct 

 

(iv) beneficial ownership & corporate affiliations 

 

(v) sources of income 

 

(vi) acquisition of wealth 

 

(vii) tax residency 

 

(viii) reputation 

 

(ix) social or business networks, and 

 

(x) health 

 

(f) where an applicant makes a false statement or omits material information, the application 

may be suspended or declared inadmissible; 

 

(g) where a document is required to be produced in support of an application under these 

regulations 

 

(i) such document must be an original document or a certified copy; and 

 

(ii) The person certifying the document shall provide the full name, capacity in 

which the person is acting, residential or business address, telephone number 

and email address. 

 

(h) The following conditions shall apply to dependants who are below the age of eighteen (18) 

years of age: 

 

(i) the forms shall be signed by both parents on behalf of the dependant; and 

 

(ii) in the case where one parent has sole custody of a dependent, or another person 

has legal guardianship of a dependent, the appropriate legal documentation 

shall be provided to demonstrate that sole custody or guardianship was 

awarded to the said parent or person, as the case may be, by a court of law or 

other relevant authority. 

 

8. A person who wishes to be considered for the grant of Maltese citizenship under these regulations shall 

submit a written request to the Agency, in such form and manner as the Agency may prescribe. 



 

Upon receipt of such request, the Agency, acting on behalf of the Minister, shall determine whether the 

request merits further consideration and may, where appropriate, require the prospective applicant to 

provide any additional documents, declarations, conditions, undertakings, or commitments in order to 

proceed with the request. 

 

A request under this regulation shall not constitute an application for citizenship, and shall not create 

any right or legitimate expectation to the grant of citizenship. 

 

9. The Agency shall notify the prospective applicant of any payments, contributions, or fees due under 

these regulations, and shall specify the amount of each payment, its purpose, and the applicable deadline. 

 

10. The Agency shall, on behalf of the Minister, process each application submitted under these regulations, 

including by carrying out due diligence, background checks, and any verification procedures  - including 

but not limited to, checks by specialised 3rd party due diligence service providers, by local and 

international law enforcement agencies, and by any other pertinent authority which has the necessary 

authority to conduct such checks - necessary to assess the applicant’s suitability and alignment with the 

national interest. Upon completion of its assessment, the Agency shall submit its findings to the 

Evaluation Board for review and decision. 

 

11. (1) Where, following its assessment and in accordance with guidelines issued by the Minister, the 

Evaluation Board considers that the prospective applicant is suitable to be deemed as a person of special 

interest to the Republic of Malta, it shall submit a recommendation to the Minister. 

 

(2) The Minister shall consider the recommendation and may, in his discretion, authorise the applicant 

to submit a formal application for Maltese citizenship, subject to such conditions and directives as the 

Agency may establish on his behalf, including one or more of the following, without prejudice to the 

Agency’s discretion to impose additional or alternative requirements: 

 

(a) duration of residence in Malta; 

 

(b) participation in cultural, economic, or philanthropic activities; 

 

(c) contribution to the advancement of Malta’s national, economic, or strategic interests; 

 

(d) familiarity with the Maltese or English language; 

 

(e) familiarity with Maltese laws or constitutional values; 

 

12. Upon receipt of the formal application for Maltese citizenship, the Evaluation Board shall examine the 

application and submit a final recommendation to the Minister. The Minister shall consider the 

recommendation and, acting in his absolute discretion, shall instruct the Agency to notify the applicant, 

through the applicant’s appointed Agent, of his decision. 

 

13. The Agency shall, in accordance with the instructions of the Minister, notify the applicant in writing, 

through the applicant’s appointed Agent, of the Minister’s decision to approve or refuse the application 

for Maltese citizenship. 

 

Provided that, where an application is refused, the applicant may not submit a new request under these 

regulations unless a period of one (1) year has elapsed from the date of notification of refusal, and the 

applicant satisfies the Agency that a significant change in circumstances has occurred which may justify 

renewed consideration as a person of special interest to the Republic of Malta. 

 

Provided further that, where an application is approved, the Agency shall invite the applicant to satisfy 

any outstanding conditions, undertakings, or criteria previously communicated under regulation 8, prior 

to being invited to take the Oath of Allegiance. 

 

14. For a period of five (5) years from the date of naturalisation, or for such longer period as the Agency 

may determine, having regard to national security, legal considerations, or the specific circumstances of 

the applicant, the Agency shall require the person granted citizenship under these regulations to submit 

periodic compliance reports, in such form and at such intervals as the Agency may prescribe. 

 

Each compliance report shall demonstrate that all undertakings, obligations, and commitments made 

during the process leading to the grant of citizenship, and which formed part of the determination of the 

applicant as a person of special interest to the Republic of Malta, are being duly honoured. 

 

The Agency may, at its discretion, require the person to attend an interview at such time and place as it 

may determine. 

 

15. The Agency shall, from time to time, issue procedural guidelines to specify the operational aspects and 

interpretations under these regulations. 

Part III 

The Evaluation Board 

 

16. There shall be a body within the Agency, to be known as the Evaluation Board, which shall be 

responsible for examining applications for the grant of Maltese citizenship made under these regulations 

and for making recommendations to the Minister. 

 

17. The composition of the Evaluation Board shall comprise 

 



(a) the Agency’s CEO, who shall be the Chairperson 

 

(b) 6 members to be selected by the Chairperson, who possess demonstrable experience or 

qualifications in one or more of the following domains: 

 

(i) political affairs 

 

(ii) environmental sustainability 

 

(iii) social development or public policy 

 

(iv) economic or financial strategy 

 

(v) technological advancement or innovation 

 

(vi) legal affairs or public administration 

 

18. Panel members appointed by the Chairperson of the Evaluation Board shall hold office for a term of 

three years and under such conditions as may be set out in their letter of appointment, and shall, on the 

expiration of the term of their office, be eligible to be reappointed. 

 

19. All members of the Evaluation Board shall, before commencing to execute their duties, take an oath in 

the form set out in the Fourth Schedule. Such oath shall be taken before, and shall be deposited with, the 

Attorney General. 

 

20. When any vacancy in the Evaluation Board occurs, the Chairperson shall, as soon as practicable, appoint 

another person to fill the vacancy. 

 

21. A member of the Evaluation Board may be removed from office by the Chairperson, at his discretion. 

 

22. Save as otherwise expressly provided by these regulations, the Evaluation Board shall put in place rules 

and procedures, which shall be approved by the Minister. 

 

23. The Minister shall appoint a Secretary to the Evaluation Board and such other officers as may be 

necessary from time to time and shall determine their duties. 

 

24. The Evaluation Board shall have the power to request such technical advise as it may deem necessary 

for the proper performance of its functions. 

 

25. Any notice issued by the Board shall be signed by the Chairperson and counter-signed by the Secretary. 

 

26. The findings of the Evaluation Board shall, through the Agency, be signed by the Chairperson and by 

the Secretary and forwarded to the Minister for his consideration. 

 

27. The Evaluation Board shall: 

 

(a) evaluate the applications submitted and prepare an evaluation report. In order to properly 

carry out the task entrusted to it, the Board may interview the applicant in person; 

 

(b) keep a record of its evaluation in writing; 

 

(c) provide the Minister with a reasoned opinion containing the findings of their evaluation; 

 

Part IV 

Miscellaneous Provisions 

 

28. Without prejudice to the provisions of article 14 of the Act, the Minister shall have the power to deprive 

a person of Maltese citizenship granted under these regulations, if an applicant: 

 

(a) fails to comply with any material obligation under these Regulations; or 

(b) becomes a threat to national security; or 

(c) is involved in conduct which is seriously prejudicial to the interests of the Republic of 

Malta; 

 

In such cases the procedure for deprivation of citizenship stipulated in article 14 of the Act and in any 

regulations made under the Act in respect of such deprivation shall mutatis mutandis apply. 

 

29. No person shall advertise, publish or otherwise disseminate promotional material or public 

communication relating to these regulations, through any means whatsoever, unless the Agency 

confirms in writing, that such content is in accordance with published marketing guidelines established 

by the Agency. 

 

30. Any breach of regulation 29, shall constitute grounds for disciplinary action, including suspension or 

revocation of the Agent’s licence, and any other administrative measures as the Agency may consider 

appropriate. 

 

31. (1) Nothing in these regulations shall prejudice the applicability of the Regulation and the Data 

Protection Act and the fundamental rights and freedoms of the data subject. 

 

(2) Where the Agency in its capacity of data controller processes personal data on the applicant or the 

beneficiary and, or dependants, as established under these regulations, it shall: 

  

(a) comply with the principles relating to processing of personal data pursuant to Article 5(1) 

of the Regulation; 

 



(b) apply appropriate technical and organisational measures to ensure a level of security 

appropriate to the risk posed, and prevent abuse or unlawful access to or transfer of, 

personal data pertaining to the applicants. 

 

(3) The controller shall retain the personal data of the beneficiary and/or his dependants as long as the 

certificate issued to the beneficiary and dependants, if any, pursuant to these regulations remains valid: 

 

 Provided that where the application is refused, or where the certificate is revoked, such data shall 

be retained for the purposes of these regulations for a period of five (5) years from the date of the refusal 

of the application or the revocation of the certificate thereof. 

 

(4) Where the Agency pursuant to its functions under these regulations processes information in relation 

to the due diligence process, the Agency may restrict the rights and obligations provided for in relevant 

Articles in accordance with Article 15 of the Regulation: 

 

Provided that such personal data shall only be restricted in case the Agency refuses the application 

or revokes the certificate: 

 

Provided further that the Agency’s Data Protection Officer designated pursuant to Article 37 of 

the Regulation shall be consulted as appropriate in a timely manner in the entire process of applying the 

restriction. 

 

(5) The restrictions under sub-regulation (4) shall only apply in the event that these restrictions are 

considered as a necessary and proportionate measure to protect the sources and confidentiality of legally 

privileged information collected in the course of carrying out the due diligence process and to: 

 

(a) safeguard important objectives of general public interest of the Republic of Malta; or 

 

(b) protect national and public security and the obligations of the Agency connected with its 

functions pursuant to these regulations. 

 

(6) The Agency shall apply the restrictions referred to in sub-regulation (4) for as long as the reasons 

justifying them remain applicable following a necessity and proportionality test: 

 

 Provided that such reasons justifying the restrictions shall be documented and made available to 

the Commissioner when and as required. 

 

(7) Where the reasons for a restriction no long apply, the Agency shall lift the restriction and inform the 

data subject concerned accordingly and comply with the rights and obligations provided for in the 

relevant Articles of the Regulation. 

 

(8) The Agency shall review the application for the restrictions referred to in this regulation every year 

and depending on the outcome of such review inform the data subject accordingly. 

 

(9) For the safeguard of the rights and freedoms of the data subject, the following conditions and 

safeguards shall apply to documents, reports and other personal data processed throughout the due 

diligence process subject to the restrictions in terms of subregulation (4): 

  

(a) access to due diligence data by competent authorities other than the Agency shall not be 

permitted unless provided for by law; 

(b) the Agency shall maintain an audit trail record of access to due diligence data by competent 

authorities, containing at least the date of the access, the identifiable details of the Agency’s 

officer accessing the data, the requesting competent authority and the purpose for the 

access. Such audit trail record shall be kept for as long as the due diligence data is stored in 

line with regulation 20(3); 

(c) the Agency’s Data Protection Officer shall keep a register to record the restrictions applied 

in relation to the requests made by the applicants. The register shall include the details of 

the applicants, the right requested to be exercised that was restricted and the purpose for 

such restriction. Restriction of rights in terms of Article 34 of the Regulation, shall also be 

recorded in the register; and 

(d) the applicants in their capacity as data subjects shall be informed of the application of 

restrictions to their rights by informing the data subject concerned in reply to the request to 

exercise any of the rights which are being restricted in terms of these regulations, unless 

this may be prejudicial to the purpose of the restriction: 

 

Provided that the Agency justifies the prejudice claimed by the Agency to the 

Commissioner when and where requested. 

 

 

(10) In this regulation unless the context otherwise requires, Article 4 of the Regulation shall mutatis 

mutandis apply. 

 

32. (1) Other than for the proper discharge of their duties Confidentiality. or functions under these 

regulations and in terms of the Act, including for the purposes of the due diligence checks referred to in 

regulation 9, or as may be otherwise provided in any other law, the Agency, and the officers and 

employees of the Agency, shall treat all information furnished in accordance with these regulations and 

at all times as confidential and shall be solely used by the Agency for the purpose of these regulations, 

shall treat any information acquired in the discharge of their duties as confidential, and shall not, directly 

or indirectly, disclose such information to any other person, except with the consent of the person to 

whom the information relates. For the purposes of this sub-regulation, "employees" and "officials" shall 

include former employees and officials. 

 

(2) No person appointed or employed by the Agency in carrying out the provisions of these regulations  

shall be required to produce in any court, tribunal, board or committee of inquiry any document or to 

divulge any matter coming under his notice in the performance of his duties under these regulations 

except as may be lawfully required under any applicable law or for the purpose of carrying into effect 



the provisions of these regulations, or for the purpose or in the course of any appeal made or proceedings 

instituted in accordance with these regulations or a prosecution for any offence against any of the 

provisions of these regulations. 

 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of the other subregulations of this regulation or of any other law, the 

Agency shall have the power to furnish to the Commissioner for Revenue, the Financial Intelligence 

Analysis Unit, the Malta Financial Services Authority and the Commissioner of Police such information, 

being information obtained by the Agency for any of the purposes of these regulations. 

 

(4) Without prejudice to the foregoing provisions of this regulation, the Agency may, pursuant to a 

written request, disclose information to local or overseas enforcement or regulatory authorities or police 

agencies, or a network or grouping comprising such local or overseas enforcement or regulatory 

authorities or police agencies, or both, for the purpose of preventing, detecting, investigating or 

prosecuting the commission of acts or omissions that amount to or are likely to amount to a criminal 

offence under any applicable law or to an offence or breach of a regulatory nature, whether in Malta or 

overseas. 

 

33. All information obtained during the due diligence process, including the identity of its sources, as well 

as any data, tools, methodologies, or internal procedures used by the Evaluation Board in assessing 

whether a person may be deemed to be of special interest to the Republic of Malta, shall be kept secret. 

 

34. Any person may make a protected disclosure to the Agency: 

 

Provided that a disclosure shall be deemed to be a protected disclosure if it is made in good faith, 

if the person making the disclosure reasonably believes, at the time of making the disclosure based on 

the information he has at that moment, that the information disclosed and any allegation contained in it 

are substantially true and that the information disclosed tends to show an improper practice being 

committed by a main applicant or any dependants and the disclosure is not made for purposes of personal 

gain: 

 

Provided further that disclosures shall be made on the grounds of bribery, corrupt practices and 

improper practice of a main applicant or any dependants. 

 

 

35. On the date of coming into force of these regulations, any natural person or legal organisation recognised 

by law already carrying out the services of an Approved Agent shall be obliged to conform with the 

Agents (Licences) Regulations within three (3) months from their coming into force, provided that 

payment of the license fee as established in regulation 5(2) of the Agents (Licences) Regulations is to 

be paid by the Approved Agent upon the date of its next annual renewal, whenever this may be. 


